                                                 MISSION STATEMENT
It is the mission and goal of the American Society of Forensic Odontology (ASFO) to encourage and stimulate investigation and research in forensic odontology and related disciplines.
Appropriate topics for investigation include, but are not limited to: dental identification; bite mark investigation; imaging techniques; orofacial and dental aspects of domestic violence; dental malpractice,malfeasance and professional negligence; demographics of forensic odontology; scientific method and the law as it relates to forensic odontology, business aspects of forensic practice; forensic philosophies; etc. Methods may include a literature review of a topic that applies to forensic odontology; collection and study of dental, oral or bitten tissues to quantify a parameter of interest; collection of information from surveys to answer questions in forensic odontology; collection of data from experiments performed in a research laboratory, institution, group or private practice that pertain to forensic odontology; etc.
              Dr. Gerald Reynolds Research Grant for New Investigators ($500)
This grant was initiated by Dr. Gerald Reynolds, whose significant contributions included case work, teaching, research and lobbying governmental agencies on behalf of forensic odontology. Dr. Reynolds promoted the use of the scientific method to test new theories in forensic odontology, and encouraged members of ASFO to conduct peer-reviewed research.The grant will be awarded to ASFO members at such a time in their careers when they first wish to become involved in a research project in forensic odontology. It is necessary for the applicant to state that the project under consideration is their first research effort.
                                  Procedures for Research Applicants
                            ASFO Research Grant (up to $2500/project)
Applicants for ASFO Research funding must be an ASFO member. An interim report on research progress is required, and the final results must be presented at an AAFS meeting or published in a peer-reviewed journal as detailed below.
A valid application for ASFO Research Grant Funding will contain:
• Name of the Grant for which the applicant is applying
• If applying for the Dr. Gerald Reynolds Research Grant for New Investigators, a
   statement that confirms that the applicant has not previously conducted a forensic
   research project. This $500 grant is intended to encourage newcomers.
• Hypothesis to be proved by the research.
• Plan to prove the hypothesis.
• Timeline for completion of the research.
• Listing of the materials, methods, equipment and supplies that will be utilized in the research.
• Realistic budget for the project.
• Location where the research will be conducted.
• Complete contact information for each researcher.
• CV from each researcher.
• Listing of academic and professional affiliations.
• ASFO membership status of the researchers.
• List of the names of ASFO members who will act as a reference for the
   researcher(s).
   List any other funding resources either pending or received for the project and the amount.
Please follow the example format for proposals posted on the ASFO website (Proposal example document).
The applications for awards will be considered and rated on:
• value, utility and relevance of the research to forensic odontology.
• ability of the individual researcher to complete the research.
• appropriateness of the budget for the research.
These criteria will be used to weight the applications received in a specific funding cycle. The most highly rated research projects will receive funding until the annual funding ceiling is met.
Examples of items that may be funded:
• expendables
• testing media
• specific funding for technical and expert advice such as a biostatistician
• small equipment
• leases for major equipment
• software
• computer peripherals
Salary for the Principal Investigator or Institutional indirect costs will not be funded.
Applications for funding will be reviewed and decided upon as they are received. The Committee will review the applications, request modifications and clarifications and make recommendations to the ASFO BOG. The BOG will have the final vote for approval of the applications and research awards will be announced at the annual meeting.
Notice of approved applications will be sent to the ASFO Executive Director. The
Research Chair will notify the successful applicant and will request that the applicant send a letter acknowledging the conditions under which the grant is awarded. This form
is available on the ASFO website (www.asfo.org).
The grant is a contract between the recipient(s) and ASFO. Failure to abide by the agreement will require return of the entire amount of the grant upon request of the Research Chair or ASFO Executive Director. This decision can be appealed to the Research Committee in writing within 30 days of the receipt of refund notification.
Once the acknowledgment letter is received the ASFO Executive Director will mail the recipient a check for the amount of the grant
